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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Bridge Builders Founda/on is excited to expand its START-TO-FINISH Scholars Program to begin in the 
11th Grade and serve Community College students. 

In 2023, Bridge Builders Founda/on will expand our Start-to-Finish Scholars Program to include 
community college students and by iden/fying high school students earlier.  This expansion is funded 
through a grant from the California Community Founda0on and implemented in partnership with the 
Los Angeles Urban League (LAUL).  

By iden/fying students as juniors rather than seniors, BBF will be able to provide scholars with addi/onal 
support and educa/on in SAT Prepara/on and Essay Composi/on and help find funds for college to 
supplement the exis/ng meet-the-professor and scholar orienta/on sessions. 

Compelling and troubling data and facts drove the decision to expand service delivery to community 
college scholars. 

FACTS: 
• Blacks are dispropor/onately underrepresented in Universi/es and dispropor/onately 

overrepresented in Community Colleges 
• Black community college students have the lowest gradua/on rates and are least likely to transfer to 4-

year universi/es. 
• Black men face the greatest decline in community college enrollment. 

According to BBF President James Breedlove, “Our partnership with LAUL has expanded for several years. 
It involves our Urban Bridges STEM IniBaBve and conBnues with this targeted and deliberate effort to 
address dispariBes for Black men in Higher EducaBon.”  In addi/on to financial support, LAUL will provide 
cri/cal resources and suppor/ve services for community college students. Breedlove notes, “We aim to 
remove barriers and raise trajectories by meeBng unaddressed and under-resourced needs. We must 
therefore be AdapBve, Responsive, Impact driven, and work collecBvely.” 

Bridge Builders Founda0on and the Los Angeles Urban League were recently awarded a collabora0ve 
grant through the California Community Founda0on’s Los Angeles Scholars Investment Fund (LASIF). 
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